
Youth Story 

Savannah just wanted to belong. Her home life was troubled – parents
who drank too much, an abusive boyfriend and a sense she didn’t fit in.
At 14, she moved in with members of a street gang.
They were her family, her protectors, at least in the beginning. She
began to sell crack for them. Then she started using as well, which cost
money that she didn’t have.
Suddenly her protectors took control of her life – where she could go,
whom she could talk to, at times even fighting over her, as if she were a
piece of property. And there was only one way to pay the debt: sell
herself. Along with crack, they trafficked her. “It’s almost like, the longer
you’ve known them, the more abusive they become,”
I firmly believe that, had it not been for the YRP's sting operation.. I
would've wound up among the more than 1,200 aboriginal women who
have gone missing or been murdered in Canada since 1980. “They’re
scary,” she says of the gang. “You see what they’re capable of.”
Savannah was 18 when she left "the life." Now living in Winnipeg, and
even though Savannah has escaped the gang, she still lives in fear of
reprisals.
"I still look young, and deal with fear daily" 
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Alyssa was a runaway who, 4 years ago, while buying drugs, inadvertently came into contact
with traffickers who took her in.
“They asked me about my family. They asked me about my friends, they asked me about my
hopes and dreams for the future. At the time, it just felt like these guys really were taking time
out of their life to ask me about mine, you know, which was incredibly special. I felt so
special.”
"My honeymoon stage was maybe two days,” she says. “It jumped into a coercion and
manipulation stage where, you know, they gave me all that love and attention and then they
pulled it all away." 
When her traffickers told her she owed them money for the drugs and a place to stay, she
agreed to turn tricks.
“I had no control, I didn't have a cell phone, I didn't have access to the internet and I didn't
have any money.” 
“They decided what services I would provide. They decided how many people I would see a
day." 
 Alyssa is now clean and out of the so-called game, but her story still defines her. "The
difference this time, why I stayed clean, was because I had transitional care from the 360ºkids
staff. 
She currently works as an outreach worker for East Metro Youth Services, an agency that
supports trafficking victims, but she also trains front-line police officers. Alyssa educates
officers to look for signs that a young woman is not in control of her life.  


