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The need to support at-risk and homeless youth in Durham Region is great. There is a large 
variety of circumstances that could be the cause of a youth leaving their home, and Durham Youth 
Services (DYS) is there to support them in their most vulnerable time so they grow to be healthy, 
happy, independent adults. They provide programs such as emergency shelter, transitional 
housing, homelessness prevention, and intensive case mangement for youth to support their 
success and end the stigma of homelessness.
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Thank you for supporting the inaugural Durham Region tournament on April 23, 2021. HHTH will be 
partnering with Durham Youth Services to end the cycle of youth homelessness across the region.

Funds from the inaugural Hockey Helps the Homeless Durham Region tournament 
will support their homelessness prevention program to help youth prevent their 
possible cycle of homelessness.

The Youth Reconnect Program is the only community-based prevention program in Durham 
Region that reconnects high-risk youth to their home community. Participants are adolescents, 
between the ages of 16 and 24 years old, and referrals can come from high schools, community 
partners, social service agencies and police services. At the start, youth-in-crisis are precariously 
housed and in eminent danger of becoming homeless. This situation forces youth to choose 
between remaining in school or acquiring their basic needs such as safety, shelter, food and 
clothing, which often results in them dropping out of school and leaving their community in search 
of crisis services. The Youth Reconnect program helps youth access resources and increases their 
self-sufficiency by assisting youth to maintain school attendance, secure housing and develop a 
social safety net in their home community. 

In less than a year, the Youth Reconnect Counsellor (YRC) has worked with over 30 youth, 18 
families and has assisted 24 youth stay at home. The YRC has proven to be an invaluable resource 
for youth and their families to provide ongoing support when needed. Thanks to the program, 
almost 90% of youth involved in the program will stay at home or return home.

DYS provided housing to over 400 youth in 2018, a 22% increase from 2017.

“Thanks to HHTH, we are able to continue running the only youth homelessness prevention 
program in Durham and work towards achieving our vision of ending youth homelessnes.”
- Adrianna Vanderneut, Executive Director
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